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Final Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 20th November 2025 at 7.30pm at 

Eaton Community Hall  

  

 

  

Part 1: Public and press present   

  

Present:  

• Councillor Mark Hill  

• Councillor Mark Wakerly  

• Councillor Vic Brown   

• Councillor Margaret Gartside  

• Councillor John Spence   

• Councillor John Wray – Cheshire East Council Ward Councillor.  

• Elizabeth Worrall – Clerk  

Absent:   

• Councillor Adam Bamping  

Public Forum   

No members of the public were present.   

  

 

  

151/25 To receive and approve apologies for absence Cllr. 

Bamping was not present and sent his apologies.     

  

152/25 To receive any declarations of interest There 

were no declarations of interest.     

  

153/25 To receive and resolve to approve the minutes of the meeting of October 2025 It 

was RESOLVED to approve the minutes.   

  

154/25 To receive a report from Cheshire East Ward Councillor if present.  
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Councillor Wray shared that Cheshire Police have announced that 60 out of 87 of their PCSOs 

are to be made redundant to make savings, .  In addition, the Police and Crime Commissioners 

are to go with effect from 2028. Cheshire East are currently completing a budget consultation.   

  

Councillors asked question regarding Devolution – Cllr. Wray said that many items are still being 

discussed and there is nothing concrete currently. Councillors are keen to remain informed of 

any developments and feel that there is a lack of updates being provided to Parish Councils. 

Cllr. Wray will send the Clerk any information as and when he receives it.   

Cllr. Brown has struggled to use the new “Contact Us” page at Cheshire East which appears to 

be AI Chatbot based. Cllr. Brown will write to Councillor Wray with some examples and Cllr.  

Wray will pick this up.   

Cllr. Brown asked Cllr. Wray to submit a member enquiry regarding the ongoing issue with the 

squash courts. Cllr. Wray will follow this up.    

Cllr. Brown also asked Cllr. Wray about Highways works on Giantswood Lane. Cllr. Wray asked 

for Cllr. Brown to send an e-mail with all the information. Cllr. Brown will do so and then Cllr.  

Wray will investigate.   

Cllr. Spence asked Cllr. Wray to take forward a confidential anti-social behaviour matter and 

asked if he could use his influence to encourage someone within Cheshire East housing to take 

action, as the matter is still developing. Cllr. Spence will re-send the correspondence for Cllr. 

Wray to liaise with housing.   

  

155/25 To consider planning applications and any others since the publication of the 

agenda  

25/4214/CLPUD – Chapel House, Wornish Nook, Somerford Booths, Congleton, Cheshire East, 

CW12 2JP  

It was RESOLVED to submit a comment of no objections.   

  

156/25 To ratify and approve any comments made on planning applications between 

meetings  

There were no comments to ratify.   

  

157/25 To receive and resolve to approve the accounts for payment:  

BALANCE OF ACCOUNT= £41,044.84, as of October 31st   

  

PAYMENTS MADE  

Clerk Salary (October)      £390.08  

Clerk Homeworking Allowance (October)  £26.00  

TCS Management         £64.80  

Midland Signs         £3,075.07  

  

PAYMENTS RECEIVED  

None  

  

PAYMENTS APPROVED  

Clerk Salary (November)      £330.34  

Clerk Homeworking Allowance (November) £26.00  

Clerk Salary (December)      £330.34  
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Clerk Homeworking Allowance (December) £26.00  

Cllr. Wakerly Expenses (projector)    £174.94  

Crewe Colour Printers      £90.00  

Eaton Community Hall      £160.00  

Storehouse Foodbank Donation    £1,000.00  

  

It was RESOLVED to approve the above payments and sign the Bank Reconciliation. It was 

RESOLVED to note the Q2 Budget Report with no amendments.    

  

158/25 To discuss any amendments to be made to the Parish Council’s reserves  It 

was RESOLVED to make the below changes to Reserves:  

• To move £1,000 from RES001 for footpaths to a new reserve RES010 for a new 

defibrillator   

• To move £1,000 from RES001 for footpaths to RES008 emergency contingency, to 

better reflect the precept  

• To move £5,000 from RES009 for Green Gardening Scheme to a new reserve RES011 

for the fitness trail  

It was RESOLVED to spend £1,000 from RES007 to donate to the local food bank over the 

winter holiday period. Cllr. Hill will contact the foodbank to make the arrangements.   

The Clerk will write to East Cheshire Hospice, saying that Councillors are considering making 

another donation and asking what their previous donation has been used for. Councillors will 

consider making another donation in January.    

  

159/25 To formally review, and resolve to adopt, the budget for 2026 – 2027  

It was RESOLVED to approve the budget, with an amendment to be made to the precept as 

detailed below.    

  

160/25 To discuss and approve the Council precept application for 2026 – 2027  

It was RESOLVED to approve a precept of £16,050. The Clerk will complete the application.   

  

161/25 To appoint the Council’s internal auditor for the 2026 audit  

It was RESOLVED to appoint John Henry as the internal auditor at a figure of £256 + VAT.   

  
162/25 To receive an update on the Fitness Trail   
Cllr. Hill feels that Redrow are no longer willing to donate the land, due to their recent acquisition 

by Barratt Homes. There is a lack of communication between Cllr. Hill and the new developer, 

although Cllr. Hill is trying to liaise with them.   

Bloor Homes have asked for a formal plan, which Cllr. Hill has sent. The piece of land that the 

Parish Council had proposed is not suitable. However, Bloor will inform the Parish Council 

should a suitable piece of land become available. Cllr. Brown suggested another suitable piece 

of land where the site could be located; Cllr. Brown will raise this with Bloor.    
  

163/25 To discuss the installation of a further defibrillator within the Parish  

Cllr. Hill will send the specification of the defibrillator to the Clerk for her to find a quotation. The 

Clerk will provide a pricing document for the January 2026 meeting for the defibrillator to be 

purchased.   
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Cllr. Wakerly put forward a proposal for bleed kits to be installed alongside defibrillators to assist 

cyclists, workers and those exercising should they suffer an accident.This will be reviewed in 

2026.   
  

164/25 To receive an update on the Good Design Award  

An update will be provided at the next meeting in January 2026.   

  

165/25 To discuss the resurfacing of the path adjacent to the Alderley Gate Estate and 

any actions to be undertaken  

Cllr. Hill has a quotation to compact a section of the path adjacent to the Bloor Estate. This will 

cost in the region of £1,000 to complete. Cllr. Hill will endeavour to get two further quotes.  Cllr. 

Hill is in the process of liaising with the Rights of Way team and with the landowner. The next 

step is that the land manager needs to agree for the work to take place. Cllr. Hill will continue 

to chase the land manager. An update will be provided at the next meeting.   

  

166/25 To discuss the potential extension of the Bridle Way parallel to Giantswood Lane / 

adjacent to the Westlow Mere Fisheries Road   

Cllr. Brown will make an approach to the Public Rights of Way team containing a plan of where  

the proposed extension is. This can be circulated to other groups such as Friends of 

Giantswood Lane. Cllr. Brown will provide an update at the next meeting.   

  

167/25 To receive an update on the proposed boundary signs within the Parish The 

Clerk has placed an order for 11 boundary signs with Midland Signs.   

Cllr. Wakerly has confirmed that five signs will be needed for Somerford Booths.   

Councillors discussed sign locations in Hulme Walfield; several options were considered. It was 

agreed that signs should not be installed on the Link Road due to the danger during installation 

and that individuals mainly use the Link Road to pass through the Parish. It was agreed that six 

signs were needed for Hulme Walfield.   

The Clerk will confirm the details with Midland and will arrange for delivery.   

  

168/25 To receive an update on the newsletter  

The Clerk will complete the edits based on Cllr. Spence’s proofread.    

The Clerk will circulate the newsletters as a PDF to Councillors on Monday 24th or sooner for 

any final feedback or comments and will submit to the printers on Friday 28th at the latest.  It 

was RESOLVED to print 150 newsletters. The Clerk will circulate the address list for those 

wishing to receive a paper copy of the newsletter to Cllr. Hill.    

  

169/25 To discuss ideas for an Annual Parish Meeting speaker, and how this event could 

assist the Council’s objectives  

It was RESOLVED to invite a speaker from Congleton Rotary. Cllr. Hill will arrange this. An 

update will be provided at the next meeting.   

  

170/25 To receive and note the contents of the Chair’s Report  

Cllr. Hill attended the Remembrance event in Congleton and laid the wreath purchased by the 

Parish Council; the event was well attended and thanks for the donation of the wreath were 

passed on to the Parish Council.   
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Cllr. Hill attended the Bus Partnership Meeting on 19th November 2025. Cllr. Hill is lobbying for 

the 38 bus to have an extension to continue to Lomas Way. Cheshire East are not opposed to 

this. Cllr. Hill will submit a paper to Cheshire East and will keep the Parish Council updated.    

  

171/25 To receive and note reports from members  

Cllr. Brown – Cllr. Brown raised his concerns regarding the need to update the Neighbourhood 

Plan in Hulme Walfield and Somerford Booths. This will continue to be discussed over the next 

few weeks. Cllr. Brown will seek to arrange a meeting between Congleton Town Council and 

Hulme Walfield and Somerford Booths Parish Council, to seek to gain more information about 

Devolution and the possible implications.   

  

Cllr. Gartside – nothing to report.   

  

Cllr. Spence – Cllr. Spence had circulated the speedwatch report. No Councillors had any 

comments but Cllr. Spence was thanked for his thorough work in compiling this.   

  

Cllr. Wakerly – Cllr. Wakerly has reviewed the CHALC survey “Thinking Ahead” and will circulate 

to Parish Councillors for their comment. Once responses have been compiled, Cllr. Wakerly will 

complete the survey.   

  

172/25 Any other correspondence There 

was no other correspondence.   

  

173/25 To note the date of the next Parish Council meeting to be held on 22nd January 

2026  

  


