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GRANTS AWARDING POLICY

Introduction

Hulme Walfield & Somerford Booths Parish Council has the power to award grants, under
the General Power of Competence, to organisations which will benefit the parish and its
residents. The council makes an annual budget provision for grants to help meet its aims.

Grants are allocated from the precept which the Parish Council collects from the electorate
and is available for distribution from 1 April each year. No further funds will be allocated
from the annual budget if the funding allocation is fully committed before the end of the
financial year. The council has a responsibility to ensure that public money is spent
responsibly.

Policy

The Council awards grants, at its absolute discretion, to organisations which can
demonstrate a clear need for financial support to achieve an objective which will benefit the
parish and its community.

Examples include :-

® Proposals for additional tree planting or amenity areas which will benefit the wider
community, and be accessible to it

® Improvements to pedestrian or cycle accessibility

® Contributions towards purchase of fixed equipment, or tools to allow community
groups to take care of amenity areas (always with the prior agreement of
landowners or appropriate authorities).

® To help establish groups whose specific remit has wider community benefits and
which is not precluded in the list below.

The proportion of funds awarded will always be at the discretion of the Parish Council,
but schemes which can offer matched funding will be given a higher priority when
schemes are considered, the aim being to secure community involvement and
commitment to such schemes.

The Council will NOT award grants to:
e Private individuals
e Commercial organisations

e Purposes for which there is a statutory duty upon other local or central
government departments to fund or provide, ‘Upward funders’, ie local groups
where fund-raising is sent to a central HQ for redistribution.

e Political parties



e Religious organisation: unless for a purpose which does not discriminate on
grounds of belief.

e Running costs or maintenance costs of the organisation.

This list is not exhaustive and may be added to at the council’s discretion.

Only one application for a grant will be considered from any applicant in any one financial
year.

A limit of £2000 per organisation will be applied except for exceptional circumstances. The
final decision on whether such circumstances apply will be at the sole discretion of the
council and will be decided by a unanimous vote by the council.

Ongoing commitments to award grants in future years will not be made. A new application
will be required each year.

Grants will not be made retrospectively.

Application Process

Applications from groups or organisations requesting financial assistance will be accepted
throughout the year but will be considered at the parish council meeting in June and
January. In order to facilitate this, applications should be submitted to the Clerk not later
than the end of the preceding month. Applications will be placed on the agenda for
assessment by the council based on the information provided. Applicants should be aware
that all agenda papers are published and are therefore in the public domain. All
applications will be reviewed by full council.

Any unplanned grant request, once received, will be considered at the next meeting of the
Parish Council if there are funds remaining in the Grants budget.

Applicants must submit:

e A completed application form.

e Copies of their last audited year end accounts together with latest bank statements

e Organisations that have only recently set up and do not have audited accounts
should provide a financial statement regarding their proposed budget instead.

e Information as to the specific purpose for which the grant is required

e Whether any fund-raising activities are planned to supplement any deficit.

e Organisations will normally be expected to have clear written aims and objectives, a
written constitution, and a separate bank account controlled by more than one
signatory.

In addition, all schemes receiving an award will be required to submit a written report to the
next Annual Parish Meeting (usually held in April) so that the benefits and progress of such
scheme can be presented to the wider community.



Assessment Process

Each application will be assessed on its own merits. However, to ensure a fair a distribution
funds, the Council will consider the amount and frequency of any previous awards, and the
geographical spread within the parish. Due account may also be taken of the extent to
which funding has been sought or secured from other sources or fund-raising activities.

The council may make the award of any grant subject to such additional conditions and
requirements as it considers appropriate. The council reserves the right to refuse any grant
application which it considers to be inappropriate, or against the objectives of the Council
and has no obligation to explain their reason other than through a minute of that decision.

The Clerk will inform all applicants of the outcome of their applications as soon as possible
following the relevant council meeting.

Successful Applications

Successful applicants must provide:

e Written confirmation of the receipt of grant funding must be submitted to the Clerk

e Areport on how grant money was spent must be submitted to the Clerk along with
details of the outcome (see above - Annual Parish Meeting). Monitoring may take
place.

A grant award must only be used for the purpose stated on the application. If the group or
organisation is unable to use the money, or any part of it, for the purpose stated, then all
monies, or unexpended part of such monies must be returned to the Parish Council. The
Parish Council may take legal proceedings against any applicant who does not use the funds
in the way originally proposed.

Grant Application Form

A grant application form may be obtained by contacting the Parish Clerk.






Grant Application
Form

Hulme Walfield
and Somerford Booths

Please answer all the questions and return, along Parish Council

with a copy of your most recent accounts, to the Clerk by email to
clerk@hulmewalfieldandsomerfordbooths-pc.gov.uk or post to Mrs Elizabeth Worrall,
Parish Clerk, 22 Wesley Avenue, Alsager, ST7 2NG.

1. Name of Organisation

2. Contact Name

3. Contact Address

4. Contact Telephone Number

5. Contact Email Address

6. Bank Information for BACS: Account Name (Please Double Check this Information)

7. Bank Information for BACS: Sort Code (Please Double Check this Information)

8.  Bank Information for BACS: Account Number (Please Double Check this
Information)

9. Please supply details of your organisation i.e. type of work/activity, attendees,
how often do you meet and outcome criteria. Please use a separate sheet if
necessary.




10. Details of the specific project which requires funding from the Council. Please use
a separate sheet if necessary.

11. Total Project Cost

12. Amount Requested from Hulme Walfield & Somerford Booths Parish Council

13. Accounts
| agree to send the most recent accounts to the Clerk (using one of the contact
details above) and | understand that the application will not be considered without
them.

14. Match Funding Details; If you are applying for part funding from the Council,
please advise where the other funding is from eg fundraising events, match
funding from other funding bodies.

15. Privacy

Please confirm that you consent to this information being shared with members of
Hulme Walfield & Somerford Booths Parish Council in order for your application to
be considered. More information on how we used your data can be viewed on our
website or by contacting the Clerk for an alternative format.




